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ROAD SAFETY — TOWARDS ZERO 

621. Ms M.M. QUIRK to the Minister for Road Safety:  

In committing the Barnett government to the “Towards Zero – Road Safety Strategy” in March 2009, the 
minister noted that it is sometimes loudly and incorrectly said by some that road safety is just about speed 
cameras and revenue raising.  

(1) Would the minister now concede that after 18 months, the only investment in this important strategy has 
been the investment in speed cameras, whilst the other cornerstones of Towards Zero remain unfunded? 

(2) Is it now time to fly the white flag and admit that the ambitious target of reducing road trauma by 40 per 
cent in the next 12 years, thereby saving 11 000 Western Australians from death and serious injury over 
the life of Towards Zero, is beyond the minister and that the minister has blown it?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(1)–(2) I appreciate the question from the shadow Minister for Road Safety—I take it she is still that.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: Just answer the question. Take it seriously. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I just wondered; I get confused in here.  

Mr M. McGowan: You’re making fun of people who die on the roads. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No, I am not. Do not make such salacious remarks.  

This government spends in excess of $270 million on road safety annually.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: How much for Towards Zero, though? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Every cent we spend on road safety no matter whether it is — 

Ms M.M. Quirk: No; you are talking about roads and policing. How much of the strategy — 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, you have asked the question. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: It is Towards Zero—okay? I will tell members how it is made up. It is made up of 
$18 million on road safety initiatives funded by the Road Safety Council road trauma trust fund and $180 million 
on road traffic enforcement and $30 million is spent by Main Roads WA on the black spot program — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member for Midland is irrelevant. She was a useless police minister—one of the 
worst we have ever seen. She would not even take telephone calls before nine o’clock in the morning. She used 
to be “Wendy of Wembley”. Does she remember that? 

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: This is a serious question. The member for Girrawheen at least knows I have a serious 
commitment to road safety. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members. Member for Midland!  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I will continue with my answer, Mr Speaker. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: What about the new money for Towards Zero. Don’t try to pull the wool over people’s eyes.  

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: We are talking about millions of dollars being spent: $30 million by Main Roads WA on 
the black spot program, made up of $20 million from the state government, $5 million from local government, 
and a contribution of $5 million from the federal government; and $35 million for the Safer Roads and Bridges 
program. In addition, Main Roads WA has an overall budget of $1 billion per annum, and many of those funds 
contribute to road safety, including rail level crossing, road maintenance and major road construction projects. 
Every cent we spend on our roads, whether it be on road maintenance or road upgrading, is part of the Towards 
Zero strategy. It is to make those roads safer for our motorists to travel on.  
 


